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month, the Village of Lindenhurst will send
proceeds to the American Red Cross.

But, of special note, | am particularly proud
of the students who have joined in the relief
effort. Such displays of compassion, empathy
and perspective serve as a model to us all.
This demonstration of courage and goodwill by
our young people suggests a bright future for
northern lllinois.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
with me today in remembering the tsunami
victims and in thanking the citizens of the
United States and of the Eighth District of Illi-
nois for their generosity and caring. While the
devastation wreaked upon Asia and East Afri-
ca will be remembered for years to come, we,
in turn, must also remember the caring and
kindness of our own citizens in response.
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Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, | would also like to
honor and pay tribute to Mr. Earl Neal, a law-
yer from my hometown whose untimely death
on February 13, 2005, has left a void in the
halls and the streets of Chicago.

My deepest sympathies go out to his wife
Isobel Hoskins Neal, his son Langdon Neal
and the rest of his extended family. Although
his presence will be sorely missed, the con-
tributions he left behind are considered hall-
mark treasures of Chicago.

The Dan Ryan Expressway, the University
of lllinois at Chicago, the United Center, U.S.
Cellular field and the Midway Expansion Cen-
ters were all made possible as a result of
Neal’'s strategic counsel and vast knowledge.
His contributions serve as main thoroughfares
to Chicago and home to the city’s sports
teams. Working diligently to ensure that all
parties walked away winners, there was no
greater team player than Earl Neal.

Neal served as a trusted aide and con-
fidante to six mayors of Chicago over the past
50 years, which included Richard J. Daley,
Bilandic, Byrne, Washington, Sawyer and
Richard M. Daley. Earl was responsible for
using his law background to find common
ground with the community and the city.

Born in Chicago in 1929, Mr. Neal's future
was guided by his educational path, which in-
cluded Englewood High School, the University
of lllinois and the University of Michigan Law
School.

In 1975, Neal was appointed the first African
American president of the University of lllinois
Board of Trustees. A man who approached
obstacles as opportunities, Neal attended the
U. of | during a time in the 40s when African
Americans were not allowed to live in the
dorms or eat in the campus food halls.
Throughout his life, Neal consistently rose
from the bottom to the top, leaving an indelible
impression along the way.

In 1983, Earl Neal was appointed chairman
of the board of the First Federal Savings and
Loan. He served on several business and civic
boards and his legal career included more
than 200 jury trials.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Many people leave legacies that you just
hear about. Earl Neal has left a legacy that’'s
tangible and will be experienced for many
years to come.
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Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in proud
recognition of the St. Vincent de Paul Center
on the occasion of its 2005 Fleur de Lis Ball—
an annual charity dinner to benefit underprivi-
leged children, seniors and the homeless in
the city of Chicago.

The St. Vincent de Paul Center is a pillar of
our community and a shining example of pub-
lic service for the Nation. For the past 90
years, the Center’'s dedicated staff—led by Dr.
Renard |. Jackson, Chief Executive Officer,
and Sister Catherine Mary Norris, Site Direc-
tor—has established a strong record in meet-
ing the daily challenges faced by low-income
families and disadvantaged individuals in our
community. The Center's programs cover a
broad array of services from day care services
for children through health care programs for
the elderly.

The Center’s child care programs, for exam-
ple, serve low-income families by providing a
safe and enriching environment for children,
giving parents the time to enroll in job training
classes and pursue employment opportunities.
The Center’s social services programs offer vi-
olence prevention, family counseling and sup-
port groups.

The homeless outreach programs provide
day-to-day essentials such as food and cloth-
ing, counseling services, job search assist-
ance and a mailbox for those who do not have
their own addresses. Additionally, the senior
services program assists Chicago’s elderly
with health care and money management de-
cisions, and provides social interaction and
friendship for isolated seniors.

The wide variety and high caliber of serv-
ices offered by the St. Vincent de Paul Center
serve as a national model of community out-
reach and are made possible by the selfless
contributions of 3,200 volunteers who commit
50,000 hours of service annually. This strong
sense of community service continues today in
the new Center located at the corner of Web-
ster and Halsted Streets in Chicago.

| commend the dedicated people at the St.
Vincent de Paul Center for their faithful service
to our community, and | wish them continued
success in meeting the needs of disadvan-
taged Chicagoans well into the future.

————
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, throughout the month of February, | would
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like to recognize outstanding African Ameri-
cans of the 2nd Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi, and their contribution to Black History.
The 23 counties of the 2nd District are well
represented from both a local and national
perspective.

Americans have recognized black history
annually since 1926, first as “Negro History
Week” and later as “Black History Month.” In
fact, black history had barely begun to be
studied—or even documented—when the tra-
dition originated. Although blacks have been in
America as far back as colonial times, it was
not until the 20th century that they gained a
presence in our history books.

Though scarcely documented in history
books, if at all, the crucial role African Ameri-
cans have played in the development of our
nation must not be overlooked.

| would like to recognize John E. Brown of
Madison County, Mississippi, born October 22,
1949. Mr. Brown attended Canton public
schools and graduated from Rogers High
School in 1968 and graduated from Tougaloo
College in 1974 with a B.A. degree in Soci-
ology. Additionally, he received his M.S. de-
gree in Environmental Education from the Uni-
versity of Michigan in 1975.

For the past 25 years Mr. Brown has served
the people of his community as an advocate
for social change and community develop-
ment. For the past 10 years, Mr. Brown has
served as President of the Canton Branch of
the NAACP. Currently, he serves as CEO of
Madison County Union for Progress. Mr.
Brown is a member of Pleasant Green Church
of Christ Holiness where he serves as a mem-
ber of the Board of Deacons.

| take great pride in recognizing and paying
tribute to this outstanding African American of
the 2nd Congressional District of Mississippi
who deserves mention, not only in the month
of February but year round.

———
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
am pleased to join the gentleman from lllinois,
Chairman HENRY HYDE, in sponsoring this im-
portant and timely legislation that would grant
Ukraine normal trade relations status. With the
historic triumph of Ukraine’s peaceful Orange
Revolution President Viktor Yushchenko’s de-
termination to consolidate democracy in
Ukraine, the time has come to graduate
Ukraine from the provisions of the Jackson-
Vanik amendment to the Trade Act of 1974.
Since 1992, Ukraine has been certified annu-
ally as meeting Jackson-Vanik requirements
on freedom of emigration.

As Co-Chairman of the Helsinki Commis-
sion, | have closely monitored developments
and actively encouraged progress in Ukraine
with respect to democracy, human rights and
the rule of law. Since independence, Ukraine
has made considerable progress as a partici-
pating State of the Organization for Security
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